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If there was any leader in India whose programme of work was not
altered by Montagu's announcement and his visit, it was Tilak. He
continued awakening the people to the importance of the Congress-
League demand. On November 27 Tilak had a long interview with
Montagu but Montagu's efforts to secure his support to the impend-
ing reforms were unavailing. Of Tilak, Montagu wrote in his diary:
"He is at the moment probably the most powerful in India, and he
has in his power, if he chooses, to help materially in war effort."
Though Gandhi had no share in drafting the Congress-League
scheme he greatly popularized it in Gujarat by securing for it thou-
sands of signatures and it was presented in the form of a petition to
Montagu. He had insisted that signatures were only to be taken
after careful explanation of the scope and the meaning of the scheme.
In November the Gujarat Political Conference was held at Godhra
under the presidentship of Gandhi. The commencement of the
proceedings had to be slightly delayed until the arrival of Tilak.
Gandhi spoke a few apologetic words for the delay, for which, he said,
he was not responsible, and humorously added that they were asking
Home Rule and it should not matter to them if they got it forty-
five minutes later. He would not spare even Tilak for unpunctuality.
The first resolution stated: "We hereby express our fealty to our
King-Emperor." Gandhi read the resolution and tore it up. "It
would be vulgar to pass such a resolution," he said. "So long as we do
not rebel, we must be taken to be loyal. If any questions are asked as
to why no loyalty resolution was brought before the conference, tell
them frankly, that it was all Gandhi's doing."
Tilak delivered a stirring speech in Marathi. Home Rule was his
theme. He said: "It meant under it the sovereign power would be
strengthened and not authority. The great claim of the bureaucracy
is that it has made India prosperous. I would fain concede it, but the
facts are against it. During their hundred years' work in India, I
want to know what the bureaucracy has done to train the people
industrially and otherwise and make them self-reliant." Tilak refer-
red to Dadabhai's indictment of British rule and paid a warm tribute
to the great work of the deceased patriot. He referred to the reverses
of the allies and said: "What was wanted was that India's heart
should be touched. Until that was done, it was not possible to expect
great help from India. The people wanted self-government not only
for their benefit but for the sake of the empire."